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ABOUT TSA

Founded in 1987, the Textile Society of America is a
United States 501(c)3 nonprofit that provides an
international forum for the exchange and
dissemination of textile knowledge from artistic,
cultural, economic, historic, political, social,
scientific, and technical perspectives. Our 1,000
members worldwide include curators and
conservators, scholars and educators, artists,
designers, makers, conservators, scientists,
collectors, and others interested in fiber and textiles.
TSA is governed by an international Board of
Directors.

MISSION AND VISION

Building a foundation of anti-racism and a culture of
care, the mission of the Textile Society of America is
to foster an international collective community—
diverse, equitable, inclusive and accessible—for the
exchange and dissemination of knowledges and
experiences about textiles worldwide.

The Textile Society of America is an international
organization committed to reflecting the global
diversity of textiles and their makers. We strive to
build inclusive leadership, programming, and
membership that embrace a wide range of histories,
identities, and perspectives. To ensure our future
relevance and impact, we welcome those historically
underrepresented in the cultural sector and textile
discourse. We aim to create a truly inclusive
environment across our events, publications, and
partnerships and to promote dialogue in multiple
languages and worldviews.
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Textiles Close Up at the Art Institute of Chicago. Photo courtesy of TSA.




2025 End of Year L ter
fromthedirector

As | sit down to write this year-end message, | find
myself reflecting not just on numbers, but on the
human energy those numbers represent. The data
tells a powerful story of a community that didn’t just
grow, but deepened its connections and expanded its
reach.

A scholar recently wrote that TSA is more than a
place for learning; it is a community “where people
genuinely cared about helping each other grow.” That
sentiment is the heartbeat of our work. It is what
transforms statistics into meaning.

This year, your support fueled that community in
tangible ways. Our global community now stands 875
strong, welcoming 175 new members. The reach of
our shared knowledge extended through publications,
with 26 new articles in TSA News and our 2024
Symposium Proceedings surpassing 6,500 downloads.
We distributed over $2,000 in direct support through
three grants and awards. Our programs, from
Philadelphia conversations to online presentations
showcasing fieldwork in Chiapas, fostered dialogue
among 274 attendees spanning 15 countries. Beyond
events, we shared knowledge widely, with our
newsletter reaching over 2,700 inboxes and key
social posts engaging over 38,000 people.

Each of these numbers is a person. A connection
made. A research barrier crossed. A tradition
preserved.
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As TSA looks ahead, this foundation enables our
boldest steps. In 2026, we will bridge coasts and
disciplines with hybrid Colloquia in Long Beach and
Minneapolis, and bring our Textiles Close Up programs
to new communities in Syracuse and Ithaca, creating
more spaces for the exchange that fuels our field.
This work continues only with your partnership. Your
year-end gift is an investment in the textile field, in its
people, its conversations, and its future.

With gratitude,

j ]
Ashley Occhino

Executive Director
Textile Society of America

P.S. Thank you for being the reason TSA thrives.
You make this vibrant community possible.

Image: Do Ho Suh. artist box contents for Paratrooper I/, 2005.
Monofilament, resin, nylon, poly organza, stainless steel armature.
Collection of The Fabric Workshop and Museum. Photo credit: Carlos
Avendafno. Courtsey of The Fabric Workshop and Museum.



05| Annual Report 2025

TSA MEMBERSHP

TSA’s worldwide membership include museum curators, teachers, historians,

artists, students, dealers, and collectors.

MEMBERS AT A GLANCE

TSA has 875 members in 60 countries,
80% of whom are in the U.S. In 2025, 175
new members joined, reflecting a highly
interdisciplinary field that includes makers,
historians, scientists, educators, and
technologists. This diversity greatly
influences TSA's work, encompassing a
range of learners and professionals from
emerging talent to established
practitioners.

Writer/Journalist
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Scholar
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Collector 30%
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This graph shows the results of TSA’s
2025 Members Survey, noting that Many
self-identified with as having multiple roles
and titles.

Scientst/Researcher

MEMBERSHP SURVEY
&LISTENING SESSIONS

In March, TSA launched a Membership
Survey as part of a broader effort to
strengthen and expand a resilient,
inclusive textile community. Grounded
in equity, sustainability, and
adaptability, this outreach invited
members to help shape future
programming. Survey findings informed
a series of Member Listening Sessions
with the Executive Director.

Members expressed a clear need for
increased financial support, including
travel, project, and research grants.
They also called for expanded online
resources such as digital libraries and
recorded lectures, along with more
hybrid and virtual programming to
ensure flexibility and access. Many
voiced interest in local meetups to
deepen regional connections and
strengthen community engagement.
Respondents emphasized the
importance of reducing cost and
accessibility barriers to re-engage non-
members, enhancing mentorship and
informal networking opportunities, and
advancing inclusive practices through
thoughtful accommodations and
broader global representation.
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TEXTILES CLOSE UP
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REVOLUTIONARY THREADS
Phildephia, Pennsylvania

Adebunmi Gbadebo
Christina Roberts
Katie Parry

James Taub
Virginia Whelan

On July 23rd, TSA hosted its first in-person Textiles Close Up since 2019, featuring a guided
tour of the ‘Banners of Liberty: An Exhibition of Original Revolutionary War Flags’ led by Textile
Conservator Virginia Whelan and Associate Curator Jim Taub. Attendees explored the historical
significance of Revolutionary War flags, their design evolution, and construction techniques,
culminating in a visit to George Washington’s tent, ‘The First Oval Office’ The experience
continued at The Fabric Workshop and Museum (FWM) with the ‘Soft/Cover’ exhibition,
examining FWM’s Artist Boxes, and concluded with a studio visit to observe current artists-in-
residence Adebunmi Gbadebo.

ON LOSS AND ABSENCE

Chicago, lllinois

Nneka Kai
Wafa Ghnaim
Anne Wilson

L Vinebaum
Isaac Facio
Leslie M. Wilson

AN

On November 16th & 17th, TSA returned to Chicago to showcase the exhibition "On Loss and
Absence: Textiles of Mourning and Survival" at the Art Institute. Featuring over 100 works from
various cultures and eras, the exhibition explores how textiles help communities cope with grief
and honor the departed. Central themes include Death and Mourning, Transition of Realms, Care
and Repair, and Resistance and Survival. Highlights included a curator-led tour with Curators
Isaac Facio, L Vinebaum, Nneka Kai, and Anne Wilson; a gallery performance by Nneka Kai; an
artist talk with Kai, Dr. Leslie M. Wilson, and Wafa Ghnaim, discussing textiles as cultural
vessels; and a visit to the Textiles Resource Center (TRC).
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS

A\ CENTRO DE
TEXTILES
X DEL MUNDO

BLACK FIBER & TEXTILE NETWORK @ MAYA

Centro Cultural de los Altos de Chiapas

| 1 Deandra Eubanks
Lauren Baccus
Mahdiyyah Muhammad
Teju Adisa-Farrar

TSA in collaboration with the Black Fiber & Textile Network (bftn) hosted a virtual conversation
on November 9" honoring Black fiber heritage, artistry, and sustainable practice. The special
event featured a screening of Woven From Nature, a short documentary film produced by bftn.
Woven From Nature offers an intimate look at the stories and practices of Black fiber producers,
natural dyers, and textile artists who work at the intersection of craft, community, and climate
justice. The film celebrates ancestral knowledge, earth-based production, and collective healing,
centering sustainability, environmental justice, and cultural memory.

DOCUMENTING DYEING KNOWLEDGE: COLOR, MEMORY, AND THE LAST INDIGO DYER OF SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS

Karla Faro Ruiz
Katarin Maria Laruelle Aranguiz

As part of the annual philanthropy day, Giving Tuesday, TSA hosted a unique virtual event on
December 2nd featuring Katarin Maria Laruelle Aranguiz, a recipient of a Research Travel Grant.
The program showcased Laruelle Aranguiz’s documentary film and her fieldwork in San Cristébal
de Las Casas, Chiapas, Mexico. Her research utilizes filmed oral histories and technical
demonstrations to critically document the indigo-dyeing expertise of master artisan Francisco
Alvarez Montoya. This work stands as a crucial intervention against globalized production and
the erosion of ancestral techniques due to synthetic dyes. Developed in collaboration with the
Centro de Textiles del Mundo Maya A.C., the project makes a meaningful contribution to the
ethnography of textile traditions. Laruelle Aranguiz engaged in a conversation with Karla Faro
Ruiz from the Centro de Textiles del Mundo Maya A.C., providing a collaborative viewpoint on the
project’s methodology and its significance for community-oriented preservation.
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PUBLICATIONS

Textile Society of America Awards were established to celebrate
excellence in the textile field. Scholarships provide financial
support to participate in TSA programs

THE PROCEEDINGS 3RD SPECIAL ISSUE OF THE JOLRNAL OF
Dr. Helen Trejo | Editor TEXTILE DESIGN, RESEARCH AND PRACTICE

Rajesh Kumar | Editor
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2024 Symposium

Shifts &
Strgfvds

Rethinking the Possibilities
and Potentials of Textiles




TSANEWSLETTER

REACH AND IMPACT

2025CONTRIBUORS

225EDITORS



AWARDS & SCHOLARSHIPS

TEXTILE TRAVEL RESEARCH GRANT

THE R. L. SHEP MEMORIAL BOOK AWARD

Andare ises Mt

JUDGES' SHORTLIST OF BOOKS FOR
THE R. L. SHEP MEMORIAL BOOK AWARD

SELECTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Membership remains vital to our work, and investment income continues to
bolster stability, enabling TSA to plan, grow, and deepen its impact as the textile
field's indispensable cross sector hub.

REVENUE PERCENTAGE BY SOURCE EXPENSES & INCOME
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DONORS, FUNDERS, & PARTNERS

Global Dialogue. Textile Knowledge. Shared Heritage.

DONORS

FUNDERS & PARTNERS
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Textile Society of America
PO Box 177
Millersville, MD 21108
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